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Delhi is
slowly, but
surely, get-
ting star-
ved of large
public pla-
ces. Three
decades
ago, it was
common to

see people spill out on to the
Central Park of what was
then called Connaught Place.
A metro station took over
that green, perhaps correctly
so, as it was the right place for
a junction. Till very recently,
the lawns of India Gate and
Central Vista were hubs of
public activity. 

While the green lungs —
created first by the British
and, then, by Delhi’s plan-
ners of the early 1960s — still
hold firm on the landscape

(the ridge was created under
the British rule in 1920 and
the Hauz Khas forest and ma-
ny others were formed under
Master Plan Delhi 1962), open
green recreational areas are
running out of space. 

But there are examples to
learn from. Berlin’s Tempel-
hof Airport ceased flying ope-
rations in 2008 and was quickly
converted into a recreational
area. Skating, wind surfing
and many other sports now
abound on what was a runway.
Berlin has given back nearly
350 acres to its residents.

Safdarjung Airport stop-
ped the flying of fixed-wing
aircraft several decades ago as
the Aurobindo Marg flyover
was dangerously close to its
flight path. While parts of the
200-acre land parcel are still
used as a heliport for VIP
flights for PM and President by
Indian Air Force, more than
150 acres are taken up by a non-

known as the “Khan Market
people”? Can IAF not play
golf a wee bit away at Dhaula
Kuan Cantonment’s edge — a
mere 4km away from Safdar-
jung, and not putt in the heart
of the city?

These are not esoteric and
wild ideas. Tempelhof Air-
port in Berlin has given way
to Tempelhof Feld — a field
where city residents ride cy-
cles, skate, wind surf, play
ball, skate board and roller
board and breathe a breath of
fresh air. There are other
such examples. Croydon Air-
port in London has now got
large open public playfields.
The same is the case for many
smaller European towns,
which have grown around
their original airfields.

So, why can Safdarjung
Airport not convert to Saf-
darjung Playfields?

Sudhir Vohra is an 
architect and urban planner

darjung and Sarojini Nagar
stations at walking distance)
will also bring the airfield
within easy reach of Delhii-
tes. Citizens have already
adopted metro as a preferred
mode of transport.

The recent creation of Na-
tional War Memorial at India
Gate hexagon where 30 out of
the 90 acres have been subsu-
med into a restricted public
space is another example of
how the city’s open green
public spaces have been pru-
ned to give way for other uses.

So, with all these changes
happening in the city, and
with Delhi getting starved of
open public spaces at an alar-
ming rate, is it not the right ti-
me to dust out the idea of 
making the airport into a
public green? Do we really ne-
ed an almost-privately run
racecourse to occupy prime
city land, used mainly by 
the likes of what are now

away. A metro station at Jor-
bagh is a stone’s throw away
and the redevelopment of
Ring Railway (which has Saf-

park-and-ride facility for
Commonwealth Games. So,
examples of change are as re-
cent as less than a decade

has its own access that does
not disturb the city traffic.

In 2010, the airport was
partially converted into a

public golf course and, again a
non-public, racecourse.

When the then Wellington
Airfield was commissioned
in 1928, it was located on the
southern fringe of the New
Delhi plan of 1922. There was
no habitation around it till
the ancient city of Mehrauli
about 8km away. But now, Saf-
darjung Airport sits in the
heart of the city.

The ministry of home af-
fairs decided that it was best
used as an emergency geta-
way for VIPs after the 2001 at-
tack on Parliament. While
the idea of giving this open
green space back to the city
for recreational purposes
was mooted and examined in
2003, why it died is not public
knowledge. 

IAF now operates VIP
flights for PM and President
from a small part of the air-
port, which sits in a corner
behind Safdarjung Tomb and

Safdarjung Airport to Safdarjung Playfields? Make it possible

Sudhir Vohra

MY PRESCRIPTION
ISSUE
➤ Delhiites are running out of 
open green recreational areas

➤ Safdarjung Airport stopped 

flying fixed-wing aircraft 
several decades ago
➤ Parts of the 200-acre land 
parcel still used as a heliport 
for VIP flights for PM and 

President by IAF
➤ But more than 150 acres 
taken up by a golf course 
and a racecourse, both out of 
bounds for common man

SOLUTION
➤ Consider converting 
Safdarjung Airport into a 
public green space

➤ Move almost-privately 
run racecourse from prime 
city land to Dhaula Kuan 
Cantonment’s edge

➤ Take cue from Tempelhof 
Airport in Berlin that has 
given way to Tempelhof Feld 
where people can indulge in 
recreational activities 
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Besides the two Indian ci-
ties and Karachi, the
other four are Cairo,

London, Moscow and Toron-
to in that order. These are ci-
ties where cannabis con-
sumption is not legalised.
Though Toronto legalised it
earlier this year.

Interestingly, Amster-
dam the city that would be
mentioned in probably ev-
ery weed lover’s bucket 
list, is ranked 56th with an
annual consumption of
3.6 tons of cannabis, barely
a tenth of what Delhi 
consumed.

The study has also listed
the average price of canna-
bis in these cities. Not sur-
prisingly, both Indian cities
are among the world’s
cheapest when it comes to
buying this high. Latin
America emerges as the
smoker’s paradise with five
of the ten cheapest cities lo-
cated in the continent. Can-
nabis is cheapest at $1.34 per
gram in Quito, Ecuador. Oth-
er Latin American cities fea-

tured in the cheapest list are
Bogota in Colombia, Asun-
cion in Paraguay, Panama
City in Panama and Monte-
video in Uruguay.

The price was $4.38 per
gram in Delhi and $4.57 per
gram in Mumbai, the
world’s 10th and 11th cheap-
est rates, respectively. The
drug was most expensive in
Tokyo where one had to pay
$32.66 for every gram. Inter-
estingly, the five cities where
cannabis was the most ex-
pensive were all located in
East Asia, the others being
Bangkok, Hong Kong, Kyoto
and Seoul.

What if the drug were le-
galised and taxed? Delhi
could raise $101.2 million
(Rs 725 crore at today’s ex-
change rate) if the tax rate
of the most widely sold ciga-
rettes brand were applied 
on this drug. The corre-
sponding figure would be
$89.38 (Rs 641 cr) for Mum-
bai. If the average US tax
rate on marijuana tax were
applied, Delhi would raise
Rs 225 cr and Mumbai Rs 199
cr, the study concluded.

Legalising weed
could earn Delhi
nearly `̀725 crore 
�Continued from P1

New Delhi: In a rare occur-
rence in the city six years ago,
three men were found smugg-
ling tiger body parts in the bo-
ot of their car and slapped
with charges under Wildlife
Protection Act and Money La-
undering Act. A special court
recently held two of them guil-
ty of smuggling the uncured
trophies and handed them jail
terms of five and three years,
respectively. The third accu-
sed had died during the trial.

Tiger, an endangered spe-
cies, is protected under Sche-
dule (I) of Wildlife Protection

Act 1972. The judgment by spe-
cial judge Santosh Snehi
Mann may prove to be a deter-
rent as there have been 626 ca-
ses of tiger poaching and 463
seizures across the country
between 2000 and 2018. 

Surajpal, Surajbhan and
Naresh were arrested on Sep-
tember 7, 2013 in Delhi with the
tiger body parts. Following a
tipoff, a special team compri-
sing officials of Delhi Police
Crime Branch, Wildlife Crime
Control Bureau and the Maha-
rashtra forest department —
the tiger parts were procured
from there — intercepted the
car. A sack containing tiger

bones, canines and nails was
found in its boot and Rs 2.7
lakh under a seat.

Surajbhan had confessed
he received the money from
Surajpal to procure the parts.
He had also said Surajpal, who
died during the trial, paid him
Rs 6 lakh to get two tiger skele-
tons against a commission of
Rs 50,000-60,000. Police also sei-
zed 18 tiger nails and Rs 50 lakh
from Surajpal’s house. 

The testimonies of wildlife
officials in the court identified
the body parts. 

Surajbhan has been slap-
ped with a fine of Rs 60,000 and
Naresh with that of Rs 30,000. 

Creating a deterrent: 2 jailed
for smuggling tiger parts

Aamir.Khan2@timesgroup.com

Noida: A 35-year-old man col-
lapsed and fell on the road on
Sunday evening after being
stopped by a traffic constable,
who allegedly hit the bonnet
of his car with a stick repea-
tedly and demanded to
see papers. By the ti-
me he was wheeled in-
to a hospital, he had
passed away. 

Police said Gau-
rav Sharma, who
worked in the sales de-
partment of a private
firm in Sector 136, had suffe-
red a heart attack. His parents
alleged that as the cop kept
shouting at Gaurav, he collap-
sed on the ground after he got
out of the car and lost conscio-
usness. The family did not
confirm if Gaurav had a histo-
ry of heart ailments, but poli-
ce said he was diabetic.

Gaurav’s father Mool-
chand Sharma (65) said the in-
cident happened around 6pm
when he and his wife were tra-
velling towards Ghaziabad in
the Ritz being driven by their

son. “I was in the passenger’s
seat and we told the cop not to
bang on the bonnet. I exited
the car from the left while
Gaurav opened the door on
the right. I later found my son
lying unconscious on the gro-
und. The policeman fled the
spot,” the father claimed.

A passerby hel-
ped pick Gaurav up
and drove the car to
Fortis Hospital in
Sector 62. “The ho-
spital staff checked
his pulse in the car it-
self and told us he
was no more,” Shar-

ma said. He said all of them
were wearing seat belts and
the car, too, was within the
speed limit.

Police in Noida sought to
distance itself from the inci-
dent, saying it happened in In-
dirapuram. “After an inquiry,
it was found that the deceased
was prima facie diabetic in na-
ture and died due to heart at-
tack. The place of the incident
was near the CISF cut. Ghazia-
bad Police have been infor-
med,” Noida police chief Va-
ibhav Krishna said.

Stopped by traffic
cop, Noida man

dies of heart attack
Shikha.Salaria

@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Dalit religious lea-
ders will organise a communi-
ty prayer at the Ravidas temple
site in Tughlaqabad on Tues-
day to mark a month since the
historic Sant Ravidas temple
was demolished by authorities
following a Supreme Court or-
der on August 10.

The demolition outraged
the Dalit community, which
has been protesting since and

ratiya Sant Shiromani Guru
Ravidas Mandir Sanyukta
Sanrakhshan Samiti, an um-
brella body of Dalit groups 
formed for the temple move-
ment last month. About 250 
people are expected to gather
for the prayer.

This is the first Dalit move-
ment in which the “sant sam-
aj” or spiritual heads of the Ra-
vidasi community have got in-
volved, activist Ashok Bharti
said. There are about 150 Ravi-
das temples in Delhi, he added. 

has demanded reallocation of
the land to rebuild the temple
which it claims has stood since
1509. The Dalits claim Guru Ra-
vidas visited the site in 1509 and
preached there during the rule
of Sikandar Lodi, who gifted
the land to the guru. The Guru
Ravidas Jayanti Samaroh Sam-
iti has argued that it has been in
“possession” of the Ravidas
temple land for 160 years.

Tuesday’s prayer will be led
by Sant Sukhdev Waghmare, it
was decided by the Akhil Bha-

Community prayer at Ravidas temple site today
Mohua.Chatterjee
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Delhi high court
has asked the Delhi govern-
ment to inform it of the steps ta-
ken or proposed in order to re-
gulate the pathological labora-
tories and clinics in the city.

Abench of Chief Justice D N
Patel and Justice C Hari Shan-
kar recently asked the chief se-
cretary to file an affidavit with
all the details in three weeks,
and listed the matter for further
hearing on September 27.

It had earlier directed the
principal secretary of the he-
alth department to explain the
steps proposed to regulate the
laboratories and clinics until a
law was enacted to keep a check
on such establishments.

The bench is hearing a
bunch of PILs alleging that
unauthorised laboratories and
diagnostic centres were being
managed by unqualified techni-
cians. The PILs seek formula-
tion of a policy to regulate such
establishments. The petitio-
ners have argued that there is a
need for urgent action as pati-
ents’ lives are at stake and even
a small error in diagnosis can
be a threat to their lives.

HC asks govt
to list steps to
regulate labs
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ILLEGAL UNITS

FOR Lease / Partnership
Excellent running Fully Fur-
nished Nursery School, AC
Building, Prime Location in
Rohini. Contact - 9711417000

TRADING Interest-Multim
illion  turnover fmcg handli
ng firm  10yrs ggn,excess res-
our. avbl expansion desired,
1pm onwards  9837035917,
traders_rk@rediffmail.com

WELL known Ice Cream
Parlour  brand newly con-
structed in  Gurgaon Avail-
able in 25 Lak  including fran-
chise fees.  Cont: 9871521239

I, Seema W/o Joy Chatterjee
R/o D-75, Arya Nagar Appart-
ment, I.P. Extn. Delhi-92 have
changed my name to Jayati
Chatterjee for all purposes

I, Mohd Afzal S/o Mohd Qum-
ruddin R/o Flat No.1202A,
13th Flr, TowerA-8, KLJ Gree-
ns, Sec-77, Vill. Neemka, Fari-
dabad-121101 affirms that
Mohd. Afzal & Mohd. Afzal
Qureshi are the  same person
and both names belong to me.

ENORMOUS funds avail-
able for  all kinds of  business,
properties,  Industries, Agri-
culture and  viable projects 
10 Cr to 1000 Cr.  @  4% p.a no
upfront,  Quick  process. ID:
zionassets.corp@gmail.com 
Ph: 91766 43907.

I Sabbl Singh S/o Madan Sin-
gh  R/o l-1 13/777 gali no.13,Sa
-ngam vihar,ND-80  have chan
ged my  name  to  Sabbl   Singh
Chauhan  for  all  purposes.

I, Ankur Kumar Service No.-
15445449P, Rank-SEP   declar-
es  that my brother name was
written as Vikash Kumar in
my service record, that Vikas
Kumar and Vikash Kumar is
one and same Person. That in
future he should be known as
Vikas Kumar.
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REDUCE
PURCHASE COST

www.sapeap.in
A sharing Platform for Reverse Auction

Useful for all Industries like:
Manufacturing, Textile, Steel,
Paint, Plastic, Dairy, Rubber,

Construction, Hospital, Pharma,
Auto, Paper, Food, Soap, Chemical

etc. Also for RWAs
20,000+ Products and

2 Lacs+ Suppliers on board.

PIN

To advertise in Business please contact: Rajeev: 9560002888; Aman: 9312633518; Geetartha: 9899792984

BUSINESS OFFERS

RUNNING Snack FOOD
PROCESSING & PACKAGING
Unit with dist . network for
Sale/Lease in NCR # 9810544255
enquiryu b usinessdeals. in

IMPORTED Plastic Pallets
Economical Ranging From Rs
650 To 2000 and Storage Racks
In Bulk From Pilco Delhi 98100-
74596 , 9818896815 , 9711100083

BUSINESS
PROPOSALS

STOP loosing money in share
market now, start earning good
profits every week /daily. Lea-
rn trading with us .. TradeRight
Call/WhatsApp 9987776980

EARN 20000/- Invest 70 , 000/-
Install Auto Bulb Plant Labour,
Marketing Facility with 100%
Buyback Agreement # 011-
45720199, 9910492487.

FINANCE

IV, =1=111
PROJECT
BUSINESS
SECURED/UNSECURED
LOAN AGAINST PROPERTY
START-UPS
LC/BG/SBLC
PRIVATE EQUITY
FDI/ECB
NPAACCOUNT
COLLATERAL AVAILABLE
FROM BANKS/NBFC/

FPS/INVESTORS.

r. i
AGENTS/CHANNEL

PARTNERS REQUIRED.

BUSINESS CONNECT A

CO-WORKING & REGULAR OFFICES
SHORT & LONG TERM LEASE

STARTING FROM 16 F1 TO 2 LAC FV

BUSINESS & CORPORATE SUITES

EVENTS & MEETING ROOMS

TRAINING & SEMINAR SPACES

ders are recommended to make appropriate
u res and seek appropriate advice before

T ding money, incurring any expenses, acting on
dical recommendations or entering into any

mitment in relation to any advertisement
lished in this pubication . The Times Of India
up doesn 't vouch for any claims made by the
ertisers of products and serv ices . The Printer,

blisher, Editor , and Owners of The Times Of India
up publications shall not be held liable for any
sequences , in the event such claims are not
oured by the Advertisers.

LOANS

G ET Unsecured OD / Business
Loan from Nationalised Banks
@10.5%p.a only for CST Regist-
ered Businesses with min. 3yrs
ITR. # 8851147056, 99530,72186

LOAN Against  Property, HL ,
BT+Top Up, BL , OD & Reduce
ur exist ROI (0 Best Rate & Fast
A p p r o v a l .  U n i q u e  Finance
# 9315496768. 9899779789

education

ADMISSIONS

LAST-CHANCE Admission
LLB (CCS University college) &
BEd.MEd.JBT in (MDU/CRSU/
KUR University Hry) for Guid-
ance . Pawan Mishra 9818936423

HOME TUITI ONS

MATHS®IIT Adv / Mains .
BIT-SAT , NDA , SAT-I/ II .
XI XII, CBSE/ICSE/IGCSE/IB.
Get 100% in Board. AP Calculs
Eco(H) Maths. Call- 9871212821

To book an
adrertsemem for

The Times of India group
please call our Authorized

Booking Centers in

Advice 4 Media
Sec-62 - 7011789588

SAMPL Communication
Pvt. Ltd.

Sec. 6 - 9313559632

Bottomline Advtg.
Sec. 34 - 9810611221

Sri Sai Media
Sec. 65 - 9810506092

RDX Advertising
Sec. 29 - 9810662089

S. S. Advertisers
Greater Noida - 9810792253
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tender &
notices

PUBLIC NOTICE

General Public is hereby
informed that our client
intends to purchase the
entire ground-floor, entire
basement floor and 25%
undivided share in the stilt
floor along with 32.5 %
undivided rights in the plot in
property known as D-249,
Defence Colony, New
Delhi. If any person has any
objection to the proposed
sale or has any claim ,
interest or lien on the above
property , such person is
requested to get in touch
with the undersigned with
supporting proof of the claim
and/or lien, within 10 (ten )
days hereof failing which
our client will presume that
there is no third party claim
or lien on this property and
even if any such claim or
lien existed , the same
stands waived , withdrawn
and surrendered.

Jaspre etSareen
(Advocate)

Dua Associates
704 , Tower 8 ,

Global Business Park ,
M G Road , Gurugram - 122001

Email:
jaspreetOduaassociates.com

Our Client - MISUMI India
Pvt. Ltd., intends to lease
the Property bearing the
address: Plot no. 31 ,
Electronic City, Sector 18,
Udyog Vihar, Gurugram ,
Haryana. Any person or
persons having any right,
title or interest by way of
inheritance or claim against
said property should send
their claims in writing to the
undersigned along with the
documentary evidence in
support of the said claim
thereof within 15 days of
publication of the said
Notice, failing which claims if
any shal be deemed to have
been waived.
Name of the Advocate -
Mandeep Singh Multani
Address - Apt# G302,
Logix Blossom County Apts .,
Sector 137 , Noida ,
UP 201301

TENDER S

NOTICE INVITING TENDER
JH/PSITender/09/2019

Sealed Tenders are invited
f r o m  m a n u f a c t u r e s /
authorized distributors for
supp ly  the GC/MS for
Department of Biotechnology,
School of Chemical and Life
Sciences . Bonafide and
reputed manufactures/
Indian agents on behalf of
their foreign Principals may
obtain tender form , detailed
specifications etc. during all
w o r k i n g  d a y s  u p t o
18.09.2019 (10.00 a.m. to
3.00 p.m). For details please
v i s i t w e b s i t e :
www.iamiahamdard.edu

REGISTRAR

Lalill:
9891189316I

COURT NOTICE

COURT NOTICE
High Court of Punpb & Haryana at Chandi garh

FAO No. 4317 of 2017
Date of Hearing 12.09.2019 (A)

SumitKumar ...Appelants
V/s
Dharambir and others Res ride,
Appeal u/s 173 of Motor Vehides
Act 1988
1. Dharambir son of Surerder ,
Resident of Village GarhJhinjhara ,
Tehsil Ganaur , Dish . Soniaat .
(Driver of the offend ing Tracto r
bearing regd . No. HR-42B-8297)
In the above titled appeal , the
respondent (s) defendant (s) could
not be served in ordinary process. I
is ordered that the respondent(s)
defendant (s) should apear in
person or through counsel on
12.09.2019 at 10 .00a.m.
fo, details ogoi a xrw.highwutrhdgov.in

NTRINONIAL
SECTION

CALL :
18001033515

. i

CHANGE OF NAME

I Rina Kumari Srivastava W/O
Narendra Prasad Shrivastava
res id ing at  A 82 S eo m a
A p a r t m e n t  Sec tor  11 Plot 7
D w a r a k a  New D e l h i  h a v e
changed my name to Reona
Srivastava vide affidavit  dated
11 May at Delhi

I Yaswinder Singh Chadha S/o
Brijinder Singh Chadha R/o
88D . Pocket .4 , Mayur V Thar .
phase-1 . Delhi would hereby
like to clarify & confirm that in
some documents my name has
been wrongly mentioned as
Yashwinder Singh and that
both are my names.

I Dilip Kumar S/O Late Shri
Jai Prakash Agarwal Residing
At Flat No. 212 , Manha t t an
6, Mahagun Moderne , Sector 78 ,
Noida , Gautam Buddha Nagar -
201306 Have Changed My Name
To D i l i p  A g a r w a l  V i de
Aff idavit  Dated 06.09.2019
Sworn Before Notary Niraj
Kumar Advocate Dist Court
Gautam Buddha Nagar

I, Socha Aggarwal W/o Vishal
Aggarwal R/o 227. 1st Floor .
Kohat Enclave.  Pitampura .
Delhi-34 have changed my
name from Sneh Lata Duggal to
Sneha Aggarwal.

I Anita Rani Gupta W/o Niraj
Kumar  Gupta R/o Rz Al-130 ,
Radha Niwas , Vijay Enclave,
Vinod Puri , Palam Village, ND-
45 have changed my name to
Anita Gupta for all purposes

I, Natarajan , son of Mr. K N S
Raman , born on 13th August
1980 , r e s i d i n g  at 100
Christopher Columbus Dr Apt
2204, Jersey City, New Jersey,
07302 , USA have changed my
n a m e  to  G u r u  P r a s a d
Koduvayur Subbaraman vide
Affidavit dated September 5th,
2019 sworn before a Notary
Publ ic  of New Jersey and
a t t e s t ed  by the  Consulate
General of India , New York.

Book Your
Personal ads
For any query, call -

9958992088

9899792984

LOST & FOUND

I Sandeep Mishra have lost my
B.Tech . 3rd yr marksheet
(UPTU) Roll no: 0407710060 at
Nawada Metro Station. Finder
Please call:8826006932

Kshmavani Divas
FreTIMMMM MT

To advertise in the
KSHMAVANI SPECIAL FEATURE

in The Times of India Delhi,
Navbharat Times Delhi &
Sandhya Times Delhi on

14th Sept, 2019

PLEASE CALL
Aman: 9312633518; Rajeev : 9560002888

Geetartha: 9899792984
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